© F A R Bennion Website: www.francisbennion.com
Doc. No. 2005.014 The Times Letters, 11 Mar 2005
Any footnotes are shown at the bottom of each page
For full version of abbreviations click ‘ Abbreviations' on FB’s website.

T107

Stirring up religious hatred

The Minister for Race Equality Fiona McTaggart (letter, March 5) says that the same
arguments as those offered against the new crime of stirring up religious hatred have been
offered in debates since the 1960s against provisions on incitement to racial hatred..

| disagree. The arguments are not the same. A person cannot choose his or her race, but is free
to choose ardligion.

The Minister says the new law 'will not prevent criticism of religious beliefs'. | disagree with
this also. If | criticise a person’s rdigious beliefs by saying they are barbaric, crud,
superstitious, intolerant and antisocial | can plausibly be accused of stirring up hatred against
that person.




