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Use of ‘criteria’, ‘schedule’ and ‘debacle’. 
 
Mike Atherton made three errors when covering the last Test Match. 
 
1. He used ‘criteria’ as a singular noun when it is a plural. The singular is ‘criterion’. 
2. He pronounced ‘schedule’ as skedule, which is the American way. The English way is 
shedule. 
3. He pronounced ‘debacle’ as debbakle. This word is of French origin, and is pronounced 
daybarkle. 
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