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DTO016 - Salman Rushdierefusesto usethe law

| am interested to see from Mick Brown’sinterview (12 February 1993) that Salman Rushdie admits
he was wrong over one of the two things that made me resign from his Defence Committee in
December 1990, namely his return to the very Islamic faith that persecutes him. This, he now
admits, was ‘an aberration’, and ‘the stupidest thing of my life’. The interview says nothing about
the other reason for my resignation. As a barrister, | had wanted the Defence Committee to set up a
procedure to collect evidence of threats and plots to kill him. With that, | then wanted it to put
pressure on the prosecuting authorities. If they failed to act, a private prosecution could be brought.
Mr Rushdie influenced the Defence Committee against doing this. In other words he preferred to
remain supine. Now he says ‘it's got to change’. He is determined ‘to try to force an end to his
ordedl’. Yet dtill he remains unwilling to use the law. Perhaps the reason why, as the interview says,
thereis much hostility to Mr Rushdie in this country is his refusal to use the means the law provides
asameans of getting his predicament ended.
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